Report on the Rambler’s Work Party 2011

The RWP continues to be successful with numbers for each session being usually between 12 and 15 which is a comfortable size for the work party.  The group is continuing to work through the parishes and twenty three have been completed for  the second time. Recently, the group has had an interesting task helping to reinstate the correct line of a footpath.  Part of Aldermaston 9 had diverged from the definitive line many years ago because of gravel extraction and the route which was being used was prone to severe flooding.  The correct line needed two new bridges which excited comment and disapproval but the reported figure of £20,000 was widely inaccurate, it was actually £7,500.  This is an important path which leads from a housing estate to Paices Wood which is a delightful local amenity.  


In the summer the future of the ROAR group looked very bleak and for a short time it did seem that this group would have to close because of cuts in WBC expenditure.  However, it has been taken over by the Newbury Community Resource Centre, often called ‘The Furniture Project’.  They are based at the Slater Centre on Greenham Common. The volunteers for this group are men and women with special needs and the ROAR group spend their time litter picking ROW, working at a local plant nursery and on alternate Fridays help to maintain ROW with the help of five ramblers from our group.  If anyone feels they could help with this group please get in touch for more details. we really could do with some more help.

The 150th gate was put in on the 11th November and this is a considerable achievement.  The RWP celebrated by going for a walk and arranged to arrive just as the gate was completed.  It is on the Lambourn Valley Way at Bockampton, near Lambourn.  After admiring the gate, which has a stylised poppy on the hanging post, we walked on to the Plough at Eastbury for lunch and a ‘cake and ale’ party.

Fiona Walker 

